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AFGHAN LSTAN 


KHOMFYNT SUPPORTER EXECUTED IN KABUL 
Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 29 Mer 81 p 2 


[Text] Tehran--A 75-year-old man was executed in Kabul for carrying a picture 
of Revolutionary Leader and Founder of the Islamic Republic, Imam Khomeini on his 


person, Ayatollah Mohseni the leader of the Afghani Islamic Movement said in an 
interview. 


The Persian daily 'KAYHAN' recently carried a report on the interview with the 
Afghan Ayatollah who is also secretary general of the Afghan Liberation Front, 
but did not say when it took place. 


He said the Front which opposed the military occupation of Afghanistan by the So- 
viets was established during the reign of Zahir Shah, but had grown in stature 
since the 1978 Communist coup in Afghanistan. 


Mohseni said ‘slam had no borders and the chief concern of the Front was the pre- 
servation of the Islamic ideology. With this in view they had concentrated on 

liberating Afghanistan for Islam by undertaking guerilla attacks in areas such as 
Kabul, Kandahar, Herat, Mazhar and other cities where the Soviets were ensconced. 


Mohseni said the aim of the Front was to foster Islamic ideals in all aspects of 
life. A great deal was being accomplished in this sphere through the supply of 
books throughout Afghanistan, he said. 


The leader of the Front said that although militarily various rebel groups were 
united, politically, they were apart within groups. Some took a West-leaning line, 
others were simply anti-Soviet, and others took a no-West no-East line. The 

Front adhered to the last ideology, Mohseni said. 
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GDR DONATES MANY EDUCATIONAL SUPPLIES 
Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 29 Mar 81 p 2 


[Text } 
cso 








BAHRA LN 


BRIEFS 


PAKISTANI PRESIDENT DEPARTS--Manama, 2 Apr (GNA)--Pakistani President Gen Ziaul 

Haq left Manama this afternoon at the end of a short visit to Bahrain, during which 
he held talks with Bahraini Foreign Affairs Minister Shaykh Muhammad ibn Mubarak al 
Khalifah on bilateral relations and ways of bolstering these relations. The GULF NEWS 
AGENCY has learned that the Pakistani president briefed the Bahraini minister on the 
results reached by the good offices committee stemming from the third Islamic con- 
ference, which was held in al-Ta'if last January in order to end the Iraqi-Iranian 
war. The Pakistani president was seen off at the airport by Shaykh Muhammad ibn 
Mubarak al Khalifah, foreign affairs minister; Hakim Mohamed Ahson, Pakistani 
ambassador to Bahrain; and several top Bahraini officials. [Text] [JNO21239 Manama 
Gulf News Agency in Arabic 1220 GMT 2 Apr 81] 


MINISTER RETURNS FROM INDIA--Manama, 2 Apr (GNA)--Bahraini Information Minister 
Tariq ‘abd al-Rahman al-Mu'ayyad returned to Manama from India this evening at the 
end of an official visit of several days at the invitation of Indian Information 
Minister Vasant Sathe. While in India, the Bahraini minister signed a protocol on 
cooperation in the information field between the two countries. He also held talks 
with Indian information officials on bilateral cooperation and coordination in the 
information field. He also held talks with Indian Prime Minister Mre Indira Gandhi 
and some other ministers on bilateral relations, current developments in the Gulf and 
Indian Ocean regions and other affairs related to cooperation in the information 
field between Bahrain and India. He was welcomed upon his return home by Shaykh 
"Isa ibn Rashid al Khalifah, Information Ministry under secretary; the Indian anm- 
bassador to Bahrain; and some senior Bahraini Information Ministry officials. [Text] 
[JNO21932 Manama Gulf News Agency in Arabic 1900 GMT 2 Apr 81) 
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"CLUB-WIELDING' CLATMED TO BE 'GIFT' FROM CAPITALIST WORLD 
Tehran MARDOM in Persian 3 Mar 81 pp 1, 2 


{[Texc| The capitalist world has given us many "gifts," one of the ugliest of them 
being this club-wielding phenomenon. Of course the use of violence against people 
by the use of the club or other means has existed for thousands of years, but the 
new method of club-wielding, which takes the form of attacks against demonstrations, 
labor strikes, opposition parties and similar targets, is purely a capitalistic 
phenomenon. 


The modern type of club-wielding began with the expansion of the labor movement in 
Europe and reached a peak when fascist regimes came to power on that continent. 
Capitalists would recruit numbers of club-wielders from among rogues and dregs of 
society to fight striking workers and break up their » utes, putting them to work 
under police protection against workers and politica! »«*tles supporting them. 
Police would ostensibly maintain a neutral role but in fact they would support 

the bludgeon carriers and give them a free hand to attack gatherings, labor meetings 
and so on. The situation was then presented as clashes between “the people," 

with the police having had no part in the violation of the law and freedom in 
attacks against strikers and gatherings. The club-wielding technique is now used 
against blacks in the United States. 


The deceitful face of moribund capitalism is clearly reflected in this phenomenon 
of club-wielding. The constitution of many capitalist countries guarantee all 
"freedoms," including the right to strike, but the bludgeon of the police-protected 
club-wielder very easily cancels out this "freedom." 


Monarchical Iran, which always closely followed declining capitalism, made club- 
wielding a policy of government. During the oil-nationalization movement groups 

of bludgeon users were set up in all cities of Iran to attack demonstrating workers 
and gatherings of progressive and democratic organizations, particularly the Tuden 
Party of Iran. The 28 Mordad coup [1953 overthrow of Mosaddeq] began with club- 
wielders taking to the streets. Savak continued the use of this technique through- 
out the period after the coup. During the revolution Savak set up large groups 

of bludgeon carriers in Tehran and other major cities, assuming leadership of the 
groups itself. 


With the overthrow of the Supreme Commander of the Club-Wielders [satirical allusion 
to the late shah's military title], the revolution left no room for the use of the 
club-wielding technique. After the revolution, many of these very bludgeon-carriers 








and Savakists, affecting dedication to Islam, managed to work themselves into 
revolutionary structures and gave a new look to the club-wielding technique. 
Irrefutable documents in hand show that in most cases these very color-changing 
Savakists have been responsible for creating situations by agitating religious 
feeling or sometimes using the raw religious emotions of the young and even the 
old in situations which are now condemned by all. 


Although in the final analysis the present form of club-wielding is a way to 
protect the interests of big capitalists, large landowners and their imperialistic 
protectors, the technique itself is used differently from the past. It is now used 
to drive a wedge in revolutionary society to the benefit of antirevolutionary forces: 
big capitalists, large landowners, their imperialistic protectors. It would be 
naive of us to believe that those who lead and set up club-wielding, like the 
uninformed who follow them, are devoid of any clear goal or are unaware of the 
effects of their acts. If this were so, this phenomenon would not have become one 
of the country's difficulties despite warnings by Imam Khomeyni; the president; 
Ayatollah Montazeri, the president of the Islamic Majles; the chief justice; 
lehran's Emam Jom'eh [Friday prayer leader], and the interior minister. Tue 
organizers of club-wielding know quite well what they are doing and, unfortunately, 
have had success so far. 


The bludgeon carriers have had an important part in creat! ; dissension between 
political groups, gatherings and various groups. If we consider the happenings in 
Kordestan, the Amjadiyeh Stadium meeting, happenings at the university, attacks 
against the main offices of political parties and newspapers and the more recent 
attacks against government and social personalities during their public speeches, 
it is easy to see the clear objective which the leaders of club-wielders have in 
mind. Incidents such as shots being fired at both sides in Kordestan, stones 
thrown at both sides in Amjadiyeh, the instigation of both sides at the university 
and tt shouting of slogans both for and against individuals speaking at recent 
public gatherings clearly prove that organizers of club-wielders are pursuing a 
clear objective: the creation of division and dissension among supporters of the 
revolution. There are factions and groups which, because of an ectual situation, 
mental reservation, ties with imperialism orc opposition to the revolution choose 
to use what Imam Khomeyni has referred to as the bludgeon of the spoken and the 
written word. Those using pen and mouth to cudgel in reality smooth the way for 
the real club-wielders and the mentality that goes with it. A "cold" war is followed 
by a “hot” one, and so this war of the written and spoken word is fanned by those 
favoring the return of imperialism and the revival of capitalism. The situation 
is not changed if they hide behind Maoist or leftist sloganeering, carrying a 
"freedom" banner or claim to fight club-wielding in order to create dissension 
between supporters of the revolution. 


The day when, for the first time after the revolution, club-wielders brought down 
their bludgeon on our political party, we loudly warned we were not the only 
intended targets, that this was just the beginning, that nobody should be allowed 
to use the innocent emotions of a group of uninformed people to create antirevolu- 
tionary divisions. Tens of times club-wielders attacked the offices, libraries 

and organizations of the Tudeh Party of Iran, yet not one of those gentlemen 
defenders of "freedom'' was bold enough to protest the acts of the bludgeon carriers 
in support of "justice," “constitutional right," and "freedom." 











from the very firet days after the revolution, we warned loyal supporters of the 
revolution that the bludgeon would be used by antirevolutionaries and that the 
club-wielding technique would be controlled by those connected with the old regime 
and Great Satan. If the phenomenon had been nipped in the bud from the beginning, 
things would not have come to this stage, and club-wielding would not have been 

the major topic of discussion for weeks on end. Antirevolutionaries and Savakists 
are the veal organizers of club-wielders. There is no doubt on this score. 

But unfortunately the club-wielding phenomenon has taken root in the minds of some 
uninformed yet loyal followers of the revolution. The enemy has sown the devilish 
seed and is now patiently waiting for the harvest. Thus, it is not possible to 
fight the club swingers solely through intervention by the forces of law and order. 
Deceived youths who rely on the bludgeon to solve all problems must be made to 
realize that they are being used by antirevolutionaries to create division within 
the revolutionary society of Iran. It serves the antirevolution, not Islam, when 
some people bash the heads and brains of others, occupy the quarters of an organi- 
zation, set a shop on fire, created pessimism about the system of the Islamic 
Republic of lran and the revolution among those witness to such barbaric acts, help 
the enemy by creating a split within revolutionary society, and make Great Satan's 
work easier. 


Unfortunately, it is not only some of the younger generation who through such acts 
directly or indirectly help the enemy. Some uninformed and older citizens also 
join such youth. One must strongly oppose the naive idea that bashing the head of 
a person will eliminate a thought that is in it. The right to freedom of thought 
and tolerance for the ideas and opinions of others must be instilled in those who 
during monarchical rule were kept in the total darkness of political ignorance, 
and to upgrade their political awareness so that they may be able to work for the 
achievement of their aspirations not through the use of the bludgeon but through 
effective participation in the revolutionary process, council elections, Islamic 
Majles elections and activities of other social and political organizations. 
Political ignorance, not only in this case but in all circumstances, is suitable 
social ground for antirevolutionary activities. It would be so much better if 
speakers and writers were to use the spoken and written word to disperse the dark 
cloud of ignorance rather than to use such means to clobber each other. If we 
succeed on this road, we could easily recognize, expose, and destroy the real 
creator of club-wielding and Savak. 


5854 
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TRAN 


BREZHNEV PRATSED FOR STATEMENTS MADE ON IRAN'S REVOLUTION 
Tehran MARDOM in Persian 26 Feb 81 pp 1, 7, 8 


[Text! In his speech to the CPSU Congress, Leonid Brezhnev spoke about Iran 

and the Iranian revolution in these words: "The Iranian revolution was truly a 
most important world development of recent years, with its own special character- 
istics. Despite its contradictions and twists, the Iranian revolution is basically 
anti-imperialist. Although domestic and foreign reactionaries try to change the 
nature of this revolution, the people of Iran are following their own special path 
toward achieving freedom and development. We sincerely wish the people of Iran 
success in this endeavor and are prepared to expand our good relations with Iran 

on the basis of equal rights and, naturally, through reciprocal acts." 


As expected, the CPSU Congress, through the words of Leonid Brezhnev, announced 
its position concerning the great revolution of the Iranian people, in the clear 
and forthright manner of Lenin's party. In referring to the "special path chosen 
by the people of Iran in order to achieve freedom and development," he said: 

"We wish success to the people of Iran from the bottom of our hearts and are 
prepared to expand our good relations with Iran on the basis of equal rights and, 
naturally, through reciprocal acts." 


Leonid Brezhnev, in expressing sincere support for Iran's Revolution and the 
"special path" being followed under Islamic slogans, said: "We communists respect 
the religious beliefs of the followers of Islam as well as the beliefs of the 
followers of other religions. The important thing is to know the goals of those 
who follow this or that banner. Under the Islamic banner, the struggle for freedom 
could expand. Historical experience, including recent occurrences (the Iranian 
revolution), bear out this view, but the same experience shows that reactionaries, 
who start antirevolutionary rebellions, at the same time use Islamic slogans for 
their maneuvers. The real issue, therefore, is the composition and nature of this 
or that movement." 


The Soviet leader defined the “composition and nature" of our country's revolution 
thus: ‘Despite its contradictions and twists, the Iranian revolution is basically 
anti-imperialist, even though domestic and foreign reactionaries are trying to 
change the substance of this revolution." 


The Soviet Union's wide support for the Iranian revolution is based on this very 
analysis and assessment of the “real composition and nature of the Iranian revolution" 








by the CPSU, and its view that ‘tespite “its contradictions and twists it has been 
a truly important development on the international scene in recent years." 


The CPSU looks more to the real "composition and nature" of these developments 
than to slogans in judging historical occurrences, and it adopts its policy on the 
basis of this “composition and nature." 


From the very first, the Iranian revolution received the support of the Soviet 
Union because of its popular, freedom-loving and anti-imperialistic aspects. 
Leonid Brezhnev's warning in the month of Aban 1357 [23 Oct — 21 Nov 1978], 4 
months before victory of the revolution, to Western imperialistic circles who were 
toving with the idea of armed intervention and a military coup to put down the 
Iranian revolution, was the most important factors in stopping the Great Satan 


and his servants. On 19 November [1978] when Mohammad Rez: till helping to 

put down the revolution with Western aid and the help of , 000 Layonets which he 
said he had at his disposal, Leonid Brezhnev warned in an |: terview published in 
PRAVDA that the Soviet Union would consider any interferen . che internal affairs 


of Iran, under any name, as a threat to its own security. The warning by the Soviet 
government played a decisive role in preventing antirevolutionary ects and thus 
created the way and the possibility for the expansion and growth of the revolution. 


This policy is the policy of imperialist America. As long as that government exists 
and the Iranian revolution exists, there can be no change in that basic guideline, 
be it under Carter and Brzezinski or under Reagan, Kissinger and Haig. 

The stress by Leonid Brezhnev that the Iranian revolution is "a basically anti- 
imperialistic revolution" and a "struggle for freedom" that could expand under the 
Islamic banner, is an answer to the shortsighted who after the revolution, whether 
maliciously or because of inexperience, have claimed and continue to claim that the 
USSR too, like America, cannot accept our revolution, with all its special character- 
istics, as a freedom-loving revolution, and that the two major powers have had and 
continue to have an understanding between each other in opposing that revolution. 


Leonid Brezhnev points out that historical experience, while showing that a 
struggle for freedom, as in Iran, can expand under the Islamic banner, also proves 
that reactionaries can use the slogans of Islam for their maneuvers against inde- 
pendence and freedom. In truth, we see that the kings of Saudi Arabia, Jordan, 
and Morocco, and dictatorships like that of Zia ul-Haq hide their devotion and 
servitude to the Great Satan with Islamic slogans, and the Great Satan himself, 

in the name of Islam, gives arms to Afghanistan's "Islamic fighter" groups, whose 
true character becomes clearer each day, inciting them to revolt and rioting in 
their own country. Leonid Brezhnev says ‘composition and nature" is the principle 
on which movements should be judged, not slogans. 


Some of those very reactionaries charged by Leonid Brezhnev of trying to change 
the direction of the Iranian revolution warc, through the use of those very 
"Islamic slogans," to push Iran onto the -oad toward reconciliation with the Great 


Satan. The danger to the [ranian revolvcion from these "Islam Protected" 
reactionaries is no less than the danger from the foreign enemies of the revolution. 











The lraninan revolution cannot go forward without correctly recognizing both ites 
friends and ite domestic and foreign enemies, Leonid Breshnev's statement at the 
26th CPSU Congress showed that our large northern neignbor is the sincere supporter 
of the splendid revolution of our people. The support of our revolution by the 
USSR, springing as it does from a basic policy, continues unshaken; this, despite 
sabotage and obstructioniem from liberalea who have managed to wriggle into positions 
of power, or despite misunderstandings or a lack of perception of the true situation 
by some responsible officials. 


In spite of a situation that gratifies the enemy while directing a quarrelseome 

face toward the USSR, and despite extensive propaganda in thie regard, our people 
again see the highest responsible Soviet official say that the USSR is ready to 
expand its good relations with Iran on the basis of equal rights. Now that we 

are free from the yoke of U.S. imperialism, we reject the blackmail policy of those 
favoring reconciliation with America. And without a doubt we will have the 
strength, through reciprocal and independent actions concerning international 
relations and our foreign policy, to arrive at decisions in the interests of our 
country. 


5854 
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IRAQI SHI'ITE DEPORTEES RECOUNT EXPERIENCES 


in English 30 Mar 81 p 8 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL 
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ISRAEL 


VICTOR SHEM-TOV DISCUSSES MAPAM'S POSITION 
Tel Aviv YEDIOT AMARONOT in Hebrew 6 Feb 81 p 9 


| Interviews with Victor Shem-Tov, MAPAM's Secretary General by Rafael Bashan: "We 
will ask for at least two portfolios--Education, Labor and Social Betterment, 
Housing, Interior or Agriculture” date and place not given] 


{Text} “This Sunday, we will bring a proposal before the 
second session of our congress for a joint action with the 
Labor Party for the elections within the framework of the 
Alignment.... We will make every effort to unite in order 
to topple the Likud government.... MAPAM is not fenced in 
by nor does it ride on Labor's back. With a different 
process, we would gain no fewer mandates.... Levinson is, 
in my eyes, a very refreshing phenomenon in the personal 
panorama of the Labor movement. I imagine him as Treasury 
Ministry in the coming decade.... Hurvitz is a disciple of 
Ben-Gurion in the same way that Gruper is the disciple of 
Toletoy.... Ihave no intention of putting forth ay can- 
didacy for membership in the government." 


In January of 1980 the 8th congress of MAPAM, which convened in Makabiya Village, 
decided, after facing hard and bitter problems, to remain within the framework of 
the Alignment with the clear goal of finding a way to strengthen the ties with 
the Labor Party. Since there were still substantial differences of opinion be- 
tween MAPAM and Labor on several levels, it was decided that the clarifications, 
deliberations and, of course, also the specific arguments would be conducted 
during the coming months. Those operational steps which the two sides agree upon, 
if they arrive at a consensus, will be brought up for a vote in the second con- 
vention which is to take place this coming Sunday. Apparently, MAPAM and the 
Labor Party arrived at an agreement on almost all the basic points which had been 
argued about, and the functioning of the Alingnmeat, which had been halting and 
defective, began to be rehabilitated. All this came about with the express and 
unequivocal goal "of functioning in a unified manner in order to overthrow the 
Likud government as soon as possible.” 


Bashan: Why was there a need for cwo conventions? Why were you not able to arrive 
at an agreement in January of | | you waited, instead, until February 19817 


13 











Shem-Tov: (upright bearing, pleasant demeanor, dressed in a black sweater, his 
speech cloar, hie sentences polished and clear, hie moustache well trimmed. Every-~- 
one without exception calls him simply and without fanfare "Victor." A central 
personality in the Labor Party told me this week: “Don't ask me about MAPAM, It 
is a party composed of exceptional but very complicated human material. Ase for 
Victor Shem-Tov, I can tell you this in a single sentence. This man is 100 percent 
authentic and you can believe every word he says." The secretary general of MAPAM 
was born in Bulgaria, and the irony of fate is that his grandfather was one of the 
great financiers in the country. The family lost everything in WWI, and Victor 
immigrated to Israel in 1939. At firat he worked as a construction worker, and, 
when unemployment in that area increased, he underwent a "change of professions" 
and sold gas at a station on Hehalutz St. In Haifa. A colleague at that station 
was...the current minister of Transportation, Haim Landau. Shem-Tov subsequently 
moved to Jerusalem and joined the Socialist League. After the War for Independence, 
he was among the founders of MAPAM and in 196) was elected to the Knesset. For 8 
years he was a member of the financial committee while slipping in and out of one 
session after another at the university where he audited lectures on various sub- 
jects in economics. In 1969, he was appointed minister-without-portfolio and later 
served for 8 years as minister of Health: The MAPAM convention, which met in 
January 1980, set up several conditions for joint proceed ngs with the Labor Party 
at the elections of the 10th Knesset. At the convention, it was decided that a 
second session would be convened in February 1981 at the "Savoy" movie theater in 
Holon in order to conclude the discussions that we held with “Labor.” On Sunday 

it will present a proposal to the second congress for joint action between MAPAM 
and the Labor Party within the framework of the Alignment based on existing power 
relations between the two parties. And we will make every effort to unite in order 
to bring down the Likud government! 


A Renewed and Critical Test 


Bashan: To what extent has cooperation between yourselves and “Labor” succeeded 
within the framework of the Alignment, and haven't there been misunderstandings 
and sharp and "grating" disagreements? 


Shem-Tov (after some thought and with candor): I would not say that our partnership 
in the Alignment has developed in the way that those who conceived the idea had 
hoped. The Alignment's institutions were not run in a normal and reasonable 
manner. In all the time, there was never a real attempt at communication. It can 
be said that the Alignment never carried its theory into practice in the field. It 
remained stuck somewhere in the clouds. The only effective cooperative effort 
which took place and worked was focused in the parliamentary arena. Therefore, the 
Alignment's existence was always accompanied by renewed and critical testing with 
the question remaining whether to remain within it or to dismantle it. (He raises 
his voice.) It is interesting to point out that it was just when we turned to the 
opposition--and it seemed reasonable to assume that the Alignment would break up-- 
the awareness grew of the need to preserve the unity of the Labor Party. There- 
fore, as I have emphasized, this second session of the MAPAM convention is about 
to decide this week, with an unpreceder*ed majority, in favor of joint action with 
the Labor Party within the framework of the Alignment for the elections of the 10th 
Knesset. 
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Bashan: What makes you @o sure that in this second session of the congress there 
will be such 4 great majority in favor of such a fundamental and significant 
deciaton? Did you plan all this in advance? 


Shem-Tov (practical and with a tinge of anger): All this talk about plane in 
advance doesn't mean 4 thing. I am basing my opinion on certain clarifications 
which we made at a MAPAM “intensive” and in the secretariat at the center. Simi- 
larly, discussions were held in all our branches in Ierael, and I did not hear in 
even one of them a single suggestion that we should dismantle the Alignment. (With 
great emphasis) Quite the contrary. It is clear to me that at present there is a 
broad consensus in MAPAM which calle for a strengthening of the unity of the Labor 
movement in face of the elections and, especially, considering the difficult 
objectives which the Alignment government is likely to deal with if it becomes the 
government after elections. 


Bashan: Loud voices in MAPAM are making themselves heard in recent years, 
especially among groups of youth from the kibbutzim, who want to leave the Align- 
ment and enter the elections on a4 separate ticket. And these ideas are finding 
clear expression in bitter arguments in the pages of "AL HAMISHMAR" and in the 
weekly supplement, “Hotem." What is your opinion about this? 


A Stream of New Members 


Shem-Tov (with restraint): I am aware of the fact that among the youth of MAPAM 
there has been and always is a large degree of discomfort about the fact that we 
are not appearing on an independent ticket in the elections for the 10th Knesset. 

I happen to see this phenomenon as something positive because it attests to the 
fact that in MAPAM there is the chance for a variety of ideas. But I repeat and 
alway* emphasize that election and short-term party considerations will not dictate 
our decision in this matter. Rather, the good of the nation stands before us 
because our main objective must be from here on to set up a collective leadership 
in the Labor movement in opposition to the total fragmentation of the Right! 


Bashan: Wide sectors of the public and of the Labor Party argue that if MAPAM 
enters the elections on a separate ticket, it would constitute a divisive blow and 
would only manage to get the smallest number of mandates. Have you thought about 
this? 


Shem-Tov (unequivocally): 1 know well that such ideas are current in the Labor 
Party and find expression through groups and individuals who always opposed the 
existence of the Alignment and that some of our members feel the same way. If 
MAPAM, in the elections of May 1977, dropped from nine mandates to five, it is alse 
true that 200,000 voices which went over to the DMC damaged the potential of the 
Labor Party rather than ours. If our voting strength were to dry up in the 
elections, it would go over to SHELI (with irony), a party which barely captured 
one and a half mandates in the ninth Knesset. The reduction in our parliamentary 
weight, therefore, does not represent at all MAPAM's strength on the Israeli 
streets. (With satisfaction) In the past year, we can testify to a never- 
ending stream of new members to MAPAM, and they are coming from all sectors and 
strata of the population. (Very energetically) I can tell you quite freely that, 
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fundamentally, MAPAM is not afraid to enter the elections on 4 separate ticket. But 
if you ask me how many mandates we would get, it would merely be speculation, and 

| will not do this under any circumetances. I am convinced that MAPAM is not riding 
on the back of the Labor Party with respect to mandates. In my opinion, we would 
receive no fewer mandates on a separate ticket than in a joint effort with "Labor" 
within the Alignment framework. (With severity) There is one thing you must 
remember and take into account. The price of a separate MAPAM ticket for the 
elections would force us to direct our campaign against “Labor” as well inetead of 
jointly fighting againet Likud. 


Bashan: Would you prefer to see MK Yitzhak Rabin as head of the Labor Party and as 
its candidate for prime minister instead of MK Shimon Peres who has been chosen for 
this position? 


Shem-Tov (diplomatically): There is a fact which no one contests and that is that 
the Labor Party chooses the candidate for the future prime minister. We did not, 
therefore, interfere in the struggle between the two candidates. I hope that the 
chairman of "Labor," Shimon Peres, will be wise enough to surround himself with a 
unified group of leaders and to be the first among equals because this is the only 
guarantee that the government destined to be in office after elections will be able 
to function properly and fulfill the vital national objectives effectively. 


Bashan: To what extent is Shimon Peres’ economic/political/social approach 
acceptable to you or are there substantial sections which you cannot agree with? 


Shem-Tov (slowly): I was present at a session of the Labor Party's congress. 
(With excitement) I heard the excellent speech of Shimon Peres and later the im- 
pressive words of Ya'acov Levinson. If I can go by the basic beliefs set forth by 
Levinson in the social/economic arena--and on the condition that the performance 
will stand up to the test--I would say that there is a large degree of convergence 
betveen the two parties in these areas. In my view, Levinson is a very refreshing 
phenomenon in the personal panorama of the Labor movement, and, in contrast to 
Yoram Avidor, the third Treasury Minister in the Likud in 3 years~-who will have 
served only 5 months--I see Levinson as the Treasury Minister of the coming decade! 
1 am not seving that there are no remaining differences of opinion concerning 
economic and social issues. These will be expressed during the phases of imple- 
mentation. But what unites MAPAM with the Labor Party today is much greater than 
what scparates them. 


Bashan: And how about with respect to internal and external political planes? 
Shem-Tov: I read with interest the decisions made by the Labor Party in the politi- 
cal areas which were accepted by a resounding majority, almost unanimously, by the 
doves and the hawks, and I would say that in this area there is 4 convergence 
between the two parties, although it pains me to say that we are still divided on 

a few issues. 


We Will Continue to Discuss and Argue 


Bashan: Such as? 
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Shem-Tovi For example, we are not of one mind when it comes to everything concern= 
ing the solution to the Palestinian problem which, to my mind, will be the main 
focus of the next phase of the political process in the Middle East. Even on this 
subject, however, there has been a certain convergence of opinion between the two 
parties. I point out with satisfaction that the Labor Party has been wise to leave 
all gates open for all future possibilities regarding progress in the area of 
solving the Palestinian problem even if not to an extent which satiafies us. A 
second example: In all the areas which touch on the future of the settlements on 
the other side of the green line and tn the tactical strategic approach to the sub- 
ject of borders for a peace settlement, there still exist deep differences of 
opinion between us and the Labor Party. And we will, therefore, surely continue to 
discuss and debate with its leaders. In brief, I can say that if 1 correctly 
understand the political program of the Labor Party, I have found no ultimate con- 
dition for peace that the Alignment--if it becomes responsible for the leadership 
of the nation=--would not be willing to consider. Any proposal that the partners 

to the negotiations for peace might set before us, including Jordan, will be con- 
sidered. This approach, that everything is open for consideration, is acceptable 
to MAPAM, 


Bashan: What is your clear and unequivocal stand towards the PLO? And why do some 
of your principal members take part in meetings which pro-PLO organizations all 
over the world set up, supposedly for purposes of clarification and dialogue but 
which they turn in the end into propaganda meetings for this organization of 
murderers? 


Shem-Tov (very unequivocally): Our relationship to the PLO is known. We are 
against granting legitimation to this organization as long as it does not recognize 
israel, has not declared its readiness to make peace with it, has not given up its 
Palestinian column and has not announced that it is completely stopping all 
terrorist activities (formula of Yariv-Shem-Tov). To the best of my knowledge, no 
key member of MAPAM has participated in a dialogue with official representatives 

of the PLO. This will also be the line we will continue to draw in the future, 

and we will not budge from it. On the other hand, I maintain that the slogan “We 
will never speak with the PLO" is the most pro-PLO slogan we could come up with. 

It has strengthened the PLO in the world and has isolated Israel. The Yariv - 
Shem-Tov formula is likely to encourage and assist international public opinion to 
remove Israel from its isolation in this area. (With anger) You are right! The 
PLO is truly a murderous organization which has perpetrated terrible deeds against 
women, children and civilians. But the history of wars between nations and states 
attests to the fact that such struggles almost always are ended, unfortunately, by 
carrying on negotiations with murderers! We don't have the option of choosing the 
enemy most comfortable for us, just as we don't have the means to choose the 
friends we would like. In the final analysis, we will have to conduct negotiations 
with whichever forces will recognize Israel and be willing to make peace with us. 
That is a fact of life and there is no running away from it. 


With Regard to Relations Among the Powers 


Bashan: Are you worried that if Likud loses the elections, it will leave the 
Alignment government a "scorched earth?" 
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Shem-Tov (without hesitation): Everychild knows to what state of decline the Likud 
government has brought us. Thie isa the failure of the pact between the disciples 

of Ben-Gurion and those of Jabotineki. This is how Yigael Hurvitz defined it when 
he was minister of Industry, Commerce and Tourtem. I am not qualified to say to 
what extent the prime minister, Mr Mena.em Begin, is today the disciple of Zeev 
Jabotineki, but IT can say with certainty that Yigael Hurvitz is the disciple of 
Ben-Gurion to the same degree chat MK Pessah Gruper is the disciple of Tolstoy. 
Ben-Gurion, as is known, was willing to return all the occupied territories except 
for Jerusalem in exchange for a true peace, and he was never an advocate of the 
complete Israel, the road pointed to by those professing to follow in his footsteps. 


Bashan: Is MAPAM willing to join in the coming government if the Labor Party sets 
it up? 


Shem-Tov (seriously): Given that we are part of the Alignment, we will certainly 
participate in the next government if we win the elections and will help run the 
country. I do not believe that the time has come to divide up the "“deerskin" 
before the hunt and to determine who will get which portfolio. This subject should 
be addressed within the framework of coalitionary negotiations with regard to the 
relations among the powers after the elections. (Very convinced) What I can say 
is that MAPAM and Kibbutz Artsi-Hashomer Hatsair have very talented people capable 
of accepting the responsibility for the Ministry of Education, the Ministry of 
Labor and Social Betterment, the Ministry of Housing, Interior Ministry and Min- 
istry of Agriculture. Specific claims in these areas would be premature. What 

is clear to me already is that MAPAM will demand at least two of the five ministries 
which T mentioned. 


Bashan: And you, Mr Victor Shem-Tov, which government portfolio attracts you if 
the Alignment gets in? 


Shem-Tov (softly): I can tell you, hand on my heart, that T have no intention of 
presenting myself as a candidate for the government although some in the party 
have already begun to urge me to accept a portfolio. These words are not spoken 
lightly. This is a firm decision and I will not change my mind. 
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ISRAEL 


END OF KFIR PRODUCTION FORESEEN 
Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 8 Feb 81 p 5 
[Editorial: "Disappointment with the 'Kfir'"] 


[Text] Much to our dismay, we can now say definitely that Mexico will not be buying 
a squadron of "Kfir" planes. Its spokesmen have officially announced the decision 
to choose, instead, to buy the "F-5" pianes made in the U.S, The time is approaching 
when a painful decision must be made concerning the future of production of the 
Kfir.' 


People in the aeronautics industry argue, and to a large extent justly, that Mexico's 
decision, however disappointing, should not be the deciding factor as long as we 
haven't heard from other potential clients who have expressed interest in the "Kfir," 
including Colombia, whose defense minister recently visited Israel. 


This waiting period, however, should be time limited. Then, if there is no upturn 
in the chances for production of the "Kfir,"” there will no longer be any reason to 
manufacture more planes of this kind. The Israeli Air Force has, at the moment, a 
substantial number of planes of this kind. 


The production of the "Kfir" was recently slowed down, It was continued, mainly, 

in the hope that export markets would be found for the plane. And, in fact, various 
nations were interested, and it would even have been possible to market it in Ecuador 
if the U.S. government had agreed at that time to a deal which it could prevent 
because the plane's engine is msde in the U.S. This slowdown led to partial unem- 
ployment on the production line and brought about waste in that it substantially 
increased the expenses oi production for the company. As long as there was interest 
in the plane, however, it was worthwhile maintaining the line of production at any 
cor *. 


The fact that in the 10 years since production was first begun on the "Kfir"™ it was 
impossible to find buyers outside the country, does not say anything about the nature 
of the plane. There is no doubt that it is better, from the point of view of per- 
formance and price, than other planes of its kind. The lesson to be learned from 
this marketing effort is that a state like Israel must overcome great difficulties 
which constitute real barriers when it tries to produce war planes. 
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The shutdown of production of the "Kfir" will allow the defense budget to be reduced 
by hundreds of millions of shekels, This decision will not be an easy one, but it 

is preferable to cuts in other areas which, it will surely be found, are bound up 
with decisions which affect hundreds of workers with dozens of projects in the various 
branches of defense production, 
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ISRAEL 


SETTLEMENT DRIVE UNDERWAY IN WEST BANK 

TAOLO952 Jerusalem JERUSALEM POST in English 1 Apr 81 pp 1, 2 

[Article by Joshua Brilliant: "Elections Spark a Rush to Finish Settlements") 
[Excerpts] Days Qiddis--Bulldozers were clearing ground yesterday for four new West 


Bank settlements, and work on a fifth is scheduled to begin here any day, in a drive 
to complete the work before a new Knesset is formed. 





Construction of four other new settlements was stopped recently after Arab land- 
owners won temporary injunctions from the high court of justice. 


The drive--which a world Zionist organization official described as unprecedented-- 
is financed by a special 50 million shekel allocation for 1980/81. Some 100 million 
shekels more is expected in 1981/82 for new settlements and for enlarging existing 
ones, the official, WZO Settlement Department Director Shim'on Ravid, told the 
JERUSALEM POST. 


None of the new settlements is yet ready for occupation. However, yesterday dozens 
of prefabricated structures were clustered at the entrance to Bet Arye, near al- 
Lubban about 12 kilometers southeast of Petah Tiqva. 


They were covered in plastic sheets as bulldozers continued levelling the rocky 
terrain for the roads and dwellings. 


Work at Bey Arye (formerly called Levona) began abovt seven months ago and the 
first settlers are expected there in a month and a half, Ravid said. 


Construction of Mikhmash in the Jordan Valley, Teqo'ab in the Judean desert, and 
Shaged (formerly called Ninnanit B) in northwest Samaria began earlier this month 
and officials said they hoped the first settlers will move in this summer. 


At Mikhmash about 10 kilometers northwest of Jerusalem, workers using two bulldozers 
and a compressor cleared a 900-meter dirt track from the Allon Road to the site and 
began clearing paths at the site itself. A Beduin teacher, enrolled as a law 
student in Amman, was hired to guard the equipment after working hours. 


Trucks were yesterday expected to bring earth to Dayr Qiddis, 14 kilometers south- 
east of Ben Gurion Airport, for a road to the site where Nili is to be built. 
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However, none arrived, to the surprise of a senior aide to ministerial settlement 
committee chairman agriculture minister Ari'ei Sharon. 


A senior source in the Ministry of Justice told the POST that local Mukhtars had 
been told of the government's plans and were given time to inform the villagers 
and to submit petitions. 


Appeals filed in the high court of justice over land seizures for four new settle- 
ments forced the authorities to stop work there. 


Construction of a new road to Mizpe Guvrin, northwest of Hebron, was stopped after 
Arabs complained their lands were seized illegally. Work at Shave Shomron B, west 
of Nabulus, was ceased because the authorities did not honor their promise to wait 
three weeks to see whether Arabs appeal the seizures. Arabs also won temporary 
injunctions against planned work at Yaqir B, between Elqana and Ari'‘el, and at 
Giv'at Ze'ev, north of Giv'on. 


At Giv'at Ze'ev yesterday there was only rusty barbed wire, an unused blue bus, and 
the gray walls of a partly-finished structure would-be settlers had built in January 
during a demonstration to force the government to speed up construction. 


The demonstrators had also put up flat poles and shredded Israeli flags were flut- 
tering in the wind. 
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ISRAEL 


POLL SHOWS PUBLIC DIVIDED OVER SETTLEMENTS 
TA311108 Jerusalem JERUSALEM POST in English 31 Mar 81 p 3 


{Article by Mark Segal, Political Correspondent: "JERUSALEM POST Poll: Opinion 
Divided on Question of West Bank Settlements") 


|Text] Tel Aviv--Public opinion continued to be polarized over the continuation 
of settlements in Judaea and Samaria, with one-third unconditionally against and 
one-third amenable to additional settlements as long as they do not impair the 
peace process or undercut social spending. 


This emerged from the March JERUSALEM POST poll conducted by the Modi'in Ezrahi 
Applied Research Centre among a representative selection of 1,285 adults. 


Question--Should we continue with Jewish settlements in Judaea and Samaria’ 


Anewering yee were 61.7 percent. This included 31.2 percent favouring settlement 
in all of Judaea and Samaria, 3.6 percent only where necessary for security, 3.8 
percent only in areas without Arab population, 1.6 percent only in the Jordan rift, 
0.7 percent only in places already settled, and 20.9 percent who gave no details. 


Anewering an unequivocal no were 30.0 percent, and 8.3 percent were undecided. 


The 61.7 percent who favoured continued settlements were asked whether settlement 
should continue everywhere and without any conditions, or if additional settlements 
should be installed only if they do not hamper the peace process or undercut social 
budgets. Unconditionally in favour was 48.4 percent of the pro-settlement public, 
while 50.8 percent wanted conditions and 0.8 percent had no clear opinion. 


There was a clear correlation between the respondents’ depth of religious feeling 
and the intensity of the support for settlements. Older respondents and those higher 
on the social, occupational income and educational scales, were more inclined to 
moderation. 


The profile of those unconditionally supporting settlement in Judaea and Samaria is 


of a Sabra with parents of oriental origin, working in a blue-collar occupation, 
with political affinities to the Likud, the NRP of Tehiya. 
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ISRAEL 


CATRO TRADE FALR PROVES SUCCESSFUL 
Jerusalem JERUSALEM POST in English 29 Mar 61 p 1 ¢ 
{Article by Didrikke Schanche: "Cairo Fair Worth $1 Million to Israel") 


{Text} Cairo--Egyptian and Ieraeli businessmen concluded about $1 million worth of 
verbal agreements during Cairo's l4ch International Trade Fair, which ended yester- 
day 


The agreements "will help to double or triple the present trade between Israel and 
Egypt in the coming year," said Ministry of Trade official Moshe Schwartzman. 
(According to reports the first year of official trade between the two countries 
amounted to more than $10 million). 


"With this week's ratification of the commercial agreement trade should amount to 
at least $100 million in three years," continued Schwartzman, referring to the 
commercial trade agreement between the two countries which is to be ratified and 
signed sometime in the coming week. The agreement will permit Egypt's public sector 
companies, which comprise more than 90 percent of her business community, to trade 
with Israel. 


Officials estimated there had been about 30,000 visitors per day to the Israeli 
Pavilion since it opened to the public, and about 2,000 to 3,000 businessmen only. 
Almost a quarter of a million people are estimated to have visited Israel's display 
during the two-week fair. 


Most of the display items and equipment--which required eight lorries to transport 
here via al-'Arish--have been sold to Egyptian businessmen and will remain here. 
The equipment returning to Israel will only require two lorries. 


The only major difficulty Israel encountered during the fair involved the importa- 
tion of Israeli flowers, which were to be distributed to every visitor to the 
pavilion on “Israel Day" at the fair, last Tuesday. 


"We imported 10,000 flowers on 23 March, to be handed out on 24 March. Unfortunately, 
we were unaware of the airport import procedures for fresh goods and got all tangled 
up in the bureaucracy,” said Schwartzman. By the time the affair was untangled 
Israel Day was over and the flowers had begun to wilt. "I hope the peace process 
doesn't wilt like the flowers at the airport,” he quipped. 
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BRLEFS 


FOREIGN SERVICE APPOINTMENTS--The cabinet yesterday authorized foreign ministry 
ambassadorial appointments recommended by Foreign Minister Yitzhaq Shamir. They 
take effect in the summer. Three of the appointments came from outside the for- 
eign ministry and were seen as political: Eliyahu Lankin to South Africa, Hayim 
Aharon to Colombia and Arye Avidor to Bolivia. Replacing Eliyahu Ben-Elisar in 
Cairo will be Moshe Sasson, a career diplomat whose expertise is in Arab affairs. 
Other appointments include: Yitzhaq Ben-Ari to West Germany; Yosi Hadas, who 
headed the Egyptian desk during the years of the negotiations with Cairo, to Den- 
mark; Gad Elron to Norway; Ya'aqov Avi'ad, former protocol chief, to the Philip- 
pines; Avraham Kohen to Thailand; Yehuda Horam to Finland; Sha'ul Karir to Nepal; 
Berl Zerubavel to Paraguay; and Ya'aqov Kohen to Venezuela. A number of consuls- 
general were appointed, including Naftali Lavi, past spokesman for Moshe Dayan 
and Shim'on Peres at the defence ministry, and at the foreign ministry for Dayan 
and Shamir, who goes to New York. Yehezqel Baunea goes to Greece to head the 
Israeli legation. [Text] [TA300914 Jerusalem JERUSALEM POST in English 30 Mar 81 


p 3) 


EXPORTS TO EGYPT--Cairo--Israel's exports to Egypt may reach $60 million, Egypt's 
Deputy Finance Minister Husayn Ahmad Husayn told Yoram Ziv, director-general of the 
industry, trade and tourism ministry on Wednesday. Husayn said that since the 
veginning of the year, Egypt had already approved import licenses for $13.5 million 
worth of Israeli goods. Israel-Egypt trade is also expected to be boosted with 
final ratification by Egypt of a trade agreement between the two countries, expected 
next week. Husayn also said that Israel must find Egyptian products to purchase to 
avoid an imbalance of trade. He attached importance to a recently concluded trans- 
action for the purchase of cotton thread as one step in that direction. [Text] 
{TA270751 Jerusalem JERUSALEM POST in English 27 Mar 81 p 3) 


UNEMPLOYMENT UP--While employment among residents of the territories is on the 
increase, there has been a sharp increase in unemployment among Israelis, the 
director of the government-run employment service stated on 27 March. There are 
now 46,000 job-seekers, as compared with 25,000 1 year ago. Persons unemployed 
for 6 days or more now number 16,000; 1 year ago there were 1,000. At the same 
time, demand for workers has fallen from 27,000 1 year ago to 17,000 at present. 
Unemployment is particularly severe in the development towns: while they account 
for 1.5 percent of the country's population, they account for 35 percent of the 
unemployed. Of those unemployed for 6 days or more, nearly 33 percent are young 
men and women who have recently completed their compulsory military service. 
[TA301002 Jerusalem JERUSALEM POST in English 30 Mar 81 p 8 TA] 
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JEWISH NATLONAL FUND BUDGET=-The Jewish National Fund [JNF) plane to spend more than 
1 billion shekels in the next financial year, mostly in developing land for settle- 
mente and in forestry. Two-thirds of this budget is JNF money; the rest represents 
government projects that the JNF carries out, including beyond the green line. This 
budget is 5 percent higher than thie year's in real terms, [TA241232 Jerusalem 
Domestic Service in Englieh 1200 GMT 24 Mar 81 TA) 


FOREIGN TRADE DEFICIT--Lerael's foreign trade deficit, seasonally adjusted and 
excluding diamonds and ships, increased by some 40 percent in the first two months 

of the year relative to the average for the last quarter of 1980. According to 
figures released yesterday by the Central Bureau of Statistics, the trade deficit 

for January and February came to $479 million, more or less the same as in the same 
two months last year. Net imports came to $1,292 billion-<11 percent down on the 
corresponding period last year, due to a sharp decline in diamond and crude petroleum 
imports (without these, imports rose by 15 percent). Exports for the first two 
monthe of the year came to $813 million some 16 percent less than in last year's 
period. [TA171143 Jerusalem JERUSALEM POST in English 1/ Mar 81 p 1 TA} 


IMMIGRATION DOWN--Only 857 immigrants arrived in Israel in February. This is the 
lowest figure of immigrants in a single month since 1977. Among these immigrants 
there were 208 immigrants from the Soviet Urion, out of the 1,408 Jews who left the 
Soviet Union in February. This constitutes a 85 percent dropout rate which is a 
new peak in dropout of Soviet Jews. [Jerusalem Domestic Television Service in 
Hebrew 1900 GMT 16 Mar 81 TA} 


NORTHERN BEDOUINS RECEIVE AIlD--Nazareth--the government initiated the second stage 
of its development plan for Bedouin villages in *he north this week with a 20 mil- 
lion Israeli shekels programme for the construction of schools, clinics, roads, 
improved water supply and electrification. According to Binyamin Gur-Arye, the 
prime minister's adviser on Arab affairs, schools will be built in the villages of 
Tuba, Umm al-Ghanam, (al-Qabya) and ("Arab al-'Aramsha). Seven clinics will also 
be constructed, Gur-Arye said. Moti Mashi'ah the prime minister's office official 
responsible for Bedouin affairs ir the north, said (al-Qabya) remains the only 
Bedouin village in the area without electricity and that he believed that the 
electric corporation would connecc the village to the national grid this year. 

Some 35,000 inhabitants live in )4 Bedouin villages in the north, and several thou- 
sand more live in villages with wixed populations or in tiny encampments. The 
northern Bedouin are divided into 22 tribes. [Text] [1TA261038 Jerusalem JERUSALEM 
POST in English 26 Mar 81 p 3) 


UNIVERSITY TENSE ATMOSPHERE--Haifa--Arab students at Haifa University and the 
Technion go to their classes armed with pocket knives to defend themselves, accord- 
ing to the chairman of the Technion's Arab Students Committee Barakat al-Hajj. He 
was speaking yesterday about recent violence on the campuses at 4 meeting sponsored 
by campus, a leftist organization. Hajj said that the Jewish students affiliated 
with rightist organizations harass the Arab students, spread leaflets against them 
and sometimes assault them. He was personally involved in last month's fracas 
between Jewish and Arab students. Prof Kalman Altman complained that the Technion 
had not taken deterrent measures against the Jewish students who attacked Arab 
students in a dormitory room. He said the students had not been suspended. Prof 
Yesha'yahu Leibovitch said that although Israel is not a fascist state, there are 
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clear signe of “Judaeo-Nagi groups" and public organizations should use all means 
to atop their activity. The Arab etudente had the right to defend themselves, he 
said, “If somebody saya that I preach violence, my anawer is yee," he declared. 
Leibovitch said the atmosphere stemmed from the continuous occupation which is 
“eorrupting leraeli society and worsening relations between Jews and Arabs in 
lerael itself." [Yo'el Dar) [Text] [TA191239 Jerusalem JERUSALEM POST in 
English 19 Mar 81 p 3) 
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KUWAIT 


CARTELS SAID TO HALT PRESSURE TACTICS, RESUME TALKS 
GF971038 Kuwait ARAB TIMES in English 7 Apr 61 p 1 
[Article by Mustafa abu Libdah] 


[Text] Negotiations between the Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) and a number of 
world oil cartels that are considered as main traditional clients for Kuwait's oil 
were continued yesterday. 


British Petroleum and Gulf Oil companies returned to listen to Kuwait's conditions 
over the prices average as offered in the market for tne second quarter of the year. 
These negotiations are renewed every 3 months taking the market situations into 
consideration. 


It seems that some of the world oil companies have attempted this time to use their 
smartness by exerting pressure on Kuwait through planned leakage of reports in the 
Western press, alleging a so-called crisis in marketing Kuwaiti crude because of the 
high surcharge demanded by Kuwait over the officially-fixed OPEC price of $35.50 per 
barrel. 


But Kuwaiti negotiators did not budget in the face of these pressures and remained 
calm and unprovoked. Another factor which gave reassurance to Kuwaitwas the readi- 
ness of the other nontraditional buyers to buy the whole of the Kuwaiti production 

if the Western cartels did not jive up their presure tactics. After realizing the 
failure of their methods, the Western negotiators resumed their talks quietly yester- 
day. 


On the other hand, Capt Faysal Thunayyan al-Ghanim, chairman of the Kuwait Oil Tankers 
Company, yesterday affirmed that the current assets of the company are mich higher 
than its capital, which is 25 million dinars. Thus, it has been officially approved 
to raise the KOTC capital to 200 million dinars. 


Al-Ghanim said the four gas tankers that have joined the KOTC fleet are valued at 

7 million dinars, in addition to the great expansion in the oil tankers fleet and 
the new premises for the company, which are all objective reasons to raise the KOTC 
capital. 


There are 12 tankers under construction, he said: two of them of 290,000 tons each 
and four others of 320,000 tons each and three of 65,000 tons each and three of 
28,000 tons each. That is, the capacity of the current fleet will be raised by 
about 1.2 million tons. 
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The company has another plan to expand the tankers for carrying the petroleum prod- 
ucts in order to match with the expected increase in the refined o11 quantity in- 
side Kuwait in 1985, which includes the modernizing of the Ahmadi refinery and ex- 
panding and developing the Mina ‘Abdullah refinery. 


He stressed that the KOTC tankers are all working with the normal capacity in ship- 
ping Kuwaici of] and this wae attained due to the good cooperation between the 
management of the KOTC and the world companies which are clients of Kuwaiti oi] and 
who responded to the conditions of the contracts which state that a part of the con- 
tracted crude should be lifted in Kuwaiti tankers. 
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KUWAIT 


BRIEFS 


KHOMEYNI, PALESTINE PROPOSAL CRITICIZED=--Kuwait, 27 Mar (KUNA)--ARAB TIMES on Kho- 
meyni's proposal of forming a liberation force: Ayatollah Khomeyni has been quoted 
by Mr Ahmad Jibril of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine-General Com- 
mand as proposing the creation of a five million strong liberation force to march 
towards occupied Palestine and liberate it from the Zionists in two days. Khomeyni, 
while making the proposal, did not specify how it could be achieved. He only offered 
half a milion Iranians as part of his country's unflinching contribution, without 
even hazarding a guess where the remaining 4.5 million would come from. Where would 
this mass of men gather, train and then [8 words indistinct], another part of the 
proposal to which the revolutionary leader does not seem to have given enough 
thought. It does seem that there is a lost of loose talk in the Ayatollah's pro- 
posal, and it cannot raise anything except simple curiosity, plus a pity over 
Khomeyni's inability to analyze situations properly before making public remarks. 

If the present confused, uncoordinated and chaotic situation in Iran needs any 
explanation for its source of origin, Khomeyni's latest remarks have provided it 

in full measure. [Text] [LD271219 Kuwait KUNA in English 1030 GMT 27 Mar 81) 





ARRESTS INVOLVING EXPLOSION--Kuwait, 3 Apr (KUNA)--The director of public security 
in Kuwait, Brigadier Muhammad al-Qubandi, in a statement published here today, says 
that Kuwaiti security authorities arrested a number of people suspected of being 
involved in a mysterious explosion which started a fire in the building which houses 
a Kuwaiti-Iranian navigation company in the middle of the capital last Saturday. 
The brigadier, in a statement published by AL-SIYASAH, did not give the number of 
those arrested, however, he said that they are being interrogated "to learn of the 
extent of their connection with the incident and that the investigation is still 
going on to find out more details about the activities of each of them." [Excerpt] 
[LDO031610 Kuwait KUNA in Arabic 0717 GMT 3 Apr 81] 
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SUDAN 


‘AMNESTY SUDAN' DENOUNCES NUMAYRI 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 23 Feb - 1 Mar 81 p 15 
[Article: "“‘Amnesty Sudan' Denounces Practices of the Field Marshal") 


[Text] The situation with Sudanese ruler "Field Marshal" Ja'far Numayri is quite 
remarkable these days. On top of his laws and legislation which strike at all 
values of logic, right and justice and extend to nearly all walks of life in Sudan, 
he does not hesitate to abandon, abolish or change his “laws” to go along with “his 
experience," which in most cases has penetrated from his dependents and myrmidons. 
The latest episode under his fascist regime involved the Sudanese press laws and 
the legislation regarding the formation of the Journalists Trade Union, which re- 
turned ideas and information to the age of apostasy and oppression. Nevertheless, 
the journalists of Sudan worked within these laws in terms of the “possible” in 

an effort to amend and change them. However, they were recently surprised with a 
"presidential" decision dissolving their union for reasons which had no relation to 
either the internal or the external system. Rather, the move was justified on the 
basis of the dissatisfaction of the “authorities” with the union and its membership 
because of their open and frank rejection of the Camp David accords. 


In order to perfect his drama, the “field marshal” of Sudan called for new union 
elections, pushing his candidates forward to occupy the union posts and threatening 
tyrannical measures. But all of his candidates met with total rejection! 


In London, Shawqi Malasi, secretary-general of the Sudanese Amnesty Committee 
(Amnesty Sudan), denounced the practices of the fascist Sudanese regime. In a 
statement disseminated in the British capital, he said the following: 


"In a continuing chain of .ctions by the fascist regime in Sudan and failures to 
abide by the rule of law including even those laws it established to muzzle the free 
Sudanese press, the aforementioned regime dissolved the vudanese journalists union 
because, firstly, the elected committee openly and frankly announced its stand 
against the Camp David agreement and refused to budge from this position despite 
pressures, and secondly, because the journalists rejected such candidates of the 
authorities as Fadlallah Muhammad despite all the tyrannical measures taken by the 
minister of information of the fascist regime. 


“Amnesty Sudan therefore declares its denunciation of these fascist actions and 
announces its stance in support of the Sudanese journalists and its readiness to 








defend their cause. Moreover, it adjuree all organizations and individuals con- 
cerned about freedom of the press and freedom for journalists to declare their 
disapproval of this tyrannical measure. Purthermore, Amnesty Sudan announces ite 
intention to call all concerned parties to a meeting to be held under the slogan, 
"Por the sake of a free prese and a free union,” in order to take the appropriate 
measures, 


"Amnesty Sudan has sent ‘Field Marehal’ Numayri a telegram of protest, the text 
of which follows: 


"Field Marshal Ja'far Numayri, The Palace, Khartoum: Your action in dissolving 
the Sudanese Journalists Union--which was elected in accordance with the laws that 
you drafted--because the elected committee refused to submit to you and your 
minister of information and announced its clear position against the infamous Camp 
David agreement, and because the journaliste refiised to elect the authorities’ men 
of the likes of Fadlallah Muhammad--your action »roves how tyrannical your regime 
has become and demonstrates its shameful disdai. for the rule of law and freedom 
of expression. 


"'Therefore, Amnesty Sudan denounces this dictatorial and tyrannical measure and 
affirms to you that it will support the freedom of journalists and will take prac- 
tical steps to expose the falseness of your regime in all available fields of en- 
deavor. 


"*Your decision is a link in a long chain of acts of repression against the Arab 
people in Sudan, but every nightmare will come to an end! 


Attorney Shawqi Malasi 


Secretary General'" 
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SUDAN 


SOUTHERN REGION ENERGY PROJECTS PLANNED 
Khartoum AL-SAHAFAH in Arabic 5 Feb 81 p 1 
[Article: "Benefit Studies on Power Generation Along the Nile"] 


[Text] In a statement before the People's Assembly yesterday, minister of Energy 
and Mining Dr Sharif al-Tuhami announced the signing of a $600,000 contract with a 
group of Italian Companies to conduct studies on the resources available for the 
generation of electricity on rivers and cataracts in the Southern Region. The 
companies are also to determine other potential benefits from the rivers for agri- 
cultural purposes and check the flow of the rivers at the dams. The studies include 
a complete survey of the future demand for electricity at 5-year intervals up to 

the year 2000. 


The minister stated that one aim of these studies is to pick out three projects to 
aid in the selection of the most appropriate project on which to conduct detailed 
technical and economic benefit studies. 


Dr al-Tuhami said that the other projects which have first priority in the electric 
power field include the raising of the al-Rusayris Reservoir in order to increase 
the volume of water stored behind the dam and thus put all the installed turbines 
into operation throughout the year. In addition, the elevation of the dam would 
allow an increase in the generating capacity of the Sannar Reservoir station. 


The minister also said in his statement that his ministry is in the process of pre- 
paring economic and technical benefit studies pertaining to other resources which 
preliminary studies indicate can be utilized profitably in the generation of electric 
power along the Nile River according to their levels of priority. These include 

the Fourth Cataract at Marawi and al-Sabalukah, the Jabal Awaliya' Reservoir and 

the Dal area in the north. Regarding the status of production and distribution from 
power stations and networks belonging to the General Electricity and Water Organiza- 
tion, the minister explained that the organization has already obtained the necessary 
financing to increase the capacity of the National Blue Nile System and some of the 
independent stations within the framework of the Third Energy Project and the other 
expansion projects. 


This will allow a doubling of the total generating capacity at the national level 
by 1984 in a series of stages over the next 4 years. The operations that are 
scheduled for implementation are as follows: 
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1. Addition of the fifth and sixth turbines at the al-Rusayris generating station. 
These turbines will have an output of 84 megawatts and will cost a total of $65 
million, which will be provided through a soft loan from the International Bank. 
This project, which is expected to be completed by the end of 1983, will increase 
the output of al-Rusayris station from 130 to 210 megawatts, or 65 percent. 


2. Construction of an additional station in Bara employing diesel generators with 
a total output of 40 megawatts. The anticipated completion date for this project 
is late 1982. Also, a 60-megawatt steam power station will be constructed in 
Khartoum Bahri with completion expected during 1984. 


The total cost of these two stations will be approximately 61 million pounds sterling, 
which has been offered as a grant by the British Government. This will raise the 
power generating capacity in the tri-capital from 60 to 160 megawatts. 


3. Extension of Network 2 cables from Sannar to Khartoum to ensure sufficient 
electric power supplies for the capital. This project will cost DM 50 million, 
which has been provided as a grant by the West German Government. It is scheduled 
for completion during 1984. 


8591 
CSO: 4802 











SUDAN 


AGRICULTURAL INVESTMENT PROJECTS UNDER STUDY 
Khartoum AL-SAHAFAH in Arabic 5 Feb 81 p 1 


[Article: "Agriculture Minister Announces National Investment Plan; Plan to Pro- 
vide Agricultural Credit to Small Farmers Studied; Establishment of Branch of 
Mechanized Agriculture Organization in the Southern Region") 


[Text] Minister of Agriculture, Nutrition and Natural Resources Dr ‘Umar al-Amin 
announced that his ministry is cooperating with the Social and Economic Affairs 
Department of the General Secretariat of the Sudanese Socialist Union on the formula- 
tion of a national plan for the utilization of land and the exploitation of natural 
resources throughout Sudan. This plan will constitute a general guide for natural 
resources, animal wealth and the like. The minister stated that work on the imple- 
mentation of this plan, which will be compulsory for all specialists both in the 
Ministry of Agriculture and in the regional ministries, has already gotten under- 
way. He explained that this matter requires a reexamination of certain of the 
regulations and laws which control the distribution and utilization of agricultural 
lands. 


This information was brought out in the minister's responses to inquiries from some 
members of the People's Assembly during the assembly's session yesterday morning. 


Member Yusuf al-Makk Hasan ‘Adlan asked the minister about the number of companies 
and individuals who had projects approved by the Ministry of Agriculture and then had 
these projects expropriated for failure to develop them. The Minister of Agricul- 
ture, Nutrition and Natural Resources replied that the expropriation of mechanized 
agriculture projects from individuals occurs in many cases, typically those involv- 
ing accumulated indebtedness and failure to implement the project for a period ex- 
ceeding 3 years. He stated that 17 agricultural projects had been expropriated in 
the (al-Tadarif) area this season and that the small agricultural projects are ex- 
propriated by the governors of the provinces. 


Concerning the major projects that fall under the investment development law, the 
minister asserted that no project which has received final authorization has been 
expropriated, nor has any approved concession been withdrawn for any of these pro- 
jects. 


The minister stated before the People's Assembly that four projects have received 
initial authorization and then has this authorization withdrawn because of the fail- 
ure on the part of the owners to submit technical and economic benefit studies with- 
in the stipulated period. These projects are as follows: 
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The 70,000-feddan project involving the Agiicultural Industries Company in Blue 
Nile Province; the 15,000-feddan project of the (Nabri) International Company in 
the (al-Damazin) area; the extension of the (Aqda) Agricultural Company project 
covering 15,000 feddans; and the 15,0(0-feddan project of Ibrahim Malik and Assoc- 
lates. 


The minister stated that there are currently some programs under study that would 
provide agricultural credit to small farmers. He also said that a plan has been 
formulated to combine small farms into agricultural cooperatives. 


In reply to a question from Member ‘Abdallah Hasab Sidu, the minister stated that 
his ministry is conducting research on the projects of the Mechanized Agriculture 
Organization with the aim of introducing new crops to increase soil fertility and 
new machines and equipment to raise the efficiency of soil preparation. 


The minister announced that his ministry has drafted a plan for the establishment 

of branches of the Mechanized Agriculture Organization in four areas of the southern 
region, covering 5,000 feddans. The minister of state for agriculture and acting 
director of the organization has been put in charge of impleme. cing this plan. 

The minister of agriculture also indicated that his ministry is working on the survey- 
ing of all farms which do not employ mechanized agriculture, and a number of teams 
have been sent to carry out the surveying operations. 


The minister stated that all mechanized agriculture projects abide by the crop 
rotation system and that it has been decided to limit the area of a single project 
to 1,500 feddans. This land will be cultivated in a rotation cycle which requires 
the farms to plant 1,000 feddans each season in corn and sesame and leave the 
remaining 500 feddans uncultivated so that its fertility can be restored. In this 
way, the fertility of a third of the cultivated area can be restored every 3 years. 
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SUDAN 


BRIEFS 


POSSIBLE LIBYAN THREAT--Fearful for the security of the Sudan in the face of the 
Libyan threat, France will deliver some 155-mm self-propelled cannons, armored cars 
and helicopters to President Numayri. [In addition] some Sudanese [military] officers 
will come to [vance for training. [Text] [Paris LE POINT in French 30 Mar 81 p 64) 
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UNITED ARAB EMLRATES 


BRIEFS 


BANK CERTIFICATES LSSUED=--The National Bank of Abu Dhabi and Sanwa Bank (Under- 
writers) Limited are to manage an issue of $20 million worth of floating-rate 
sertificates of deposit from the Sanwa Bank in London. The CD's will be iseued 
at par in denominations of $500,000 and $1 million. Interest will be at one 
quarter per cent above Libor, and the settlement of deposits is expected to be 
on March 23. The certificates may not be offered or solici’ od in Japan or the 
US, and in Britain they may be offered only to securities traders and agents. 
Application is being made for the CD's to be admitted to the Euroclear deposi- 
tory system. [Tet] [Bahrain GULF MIRROR in English 14 Mar 61 p 19) 


BAN} TO OPEN IN SWITZERLAND--The Sharjah-based Islamic Investment Company (110) 
has concluded a co-operation agreement with Banca della Svizzera Italiana which 
will lead to the opening of an Islamic Bank in Switzerland. A report from the 
UAE quotes the general manager of IIC, Dr Hassan Abdul Kader, as saying that the 
new bank would attract deposits from the large number of Moslems resident in Europe 
who currently place their funds in foreign banks but take no interest on them in 
a cordance with Sharia Law. Now, he says, ‘halal’ investment operations can be 
launched under the supervision of the religious board of the Islamic Investment 
Company. The board is composed of leading Sharia scholars and is headed by the 
former Mufti of Faypt, Fadilat Al Shaikh Mohammed Khater who is a member of the 
Senior Ulema Association. [Text] [Bahrain GULF MIRROR in English 14 Mar 81 p 19] 


(SSP REFUSED PERMISSION TO EXHIBIT--The UAE Poreign Ministry has turned down a re- 
quest from the Soviet Union for permission to exhibit goods at Sharjah's Spring 
Fair, the Abu Dhabi daily EMIRATES NEWS reported last week. The report quoted 

a spokesman from Sharjah's Expo Centre as saying that the request had been de- 
nied because it would not be possible to complete all the necessary formalities 
before the Spring Fair opens on April 9. The request by the Exhibition Department 
of the Moscow Chamber of Commerce was the first move by the Soviet Union to open 
direct trading links with the UAE (AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT 6 MEMO, March 16). The 
Foreign Ministry's decision does not constitute a nermanent refusal and the Expo 
Centre announced later that the Soviet Union had made a new request for permis- 
sion to show goods at the Sharjah Expo 81 trade fair scheduled for later this 
vear. Talks were also underway to bring Moscow's Bolshoi Ballet to the UAE dur- 
ing the trade fair, according to a statement from the Expo Centre. The UAE has 

no diplomatic relations with Communist states but it does trade with some of them, 
notably Rumania and Bulgaria. [Text] [Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 
30 Mar 81 p 6) 
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POLISARLO SEEN AS FAR FROM ACHIEVING GOALS 


London 8 DAYS im English 21 Mar 81 pp 22-23 


[Article by Howard Schiesel) 


[Text] Today the situation in the Western Sahara has considerably evolved in our 


favour: 


our children go to school; we possess a disciplined army; our flag flies 


over most of our territory; Maur(tania has withdrawn from the conflict, the area 
occupied by Morocco has steadily been reduced, and the Saharan Arab Democratic 
Republic (SADR) is presently recognised by a majority of the members of the Or- 
ganisation of African Unity, declared Polisario Secretary General Mohammed Abdela- 


ziz during last month's fifth anniversary celebrations of the SADR. 
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